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COMPARISON OF SEWAGE SLUDGE PRODUCTION,
TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL METHODS IN EU-15 COU
NTRIES

CHEN Mao—zhe

(Shanghai Center for Energy—Saving and Emission—Reduction Co., Lid,
Shanghai 200003, China)

Abstract: The amount of sludge produced in EU-15 countries in 2012 was about 8 million
tons, and the annual per person production amount was 21kg. The sludge treatment methods
used in EU-15 countries were anaerobic digestion of sludge and heat drying of sludge. These
15 countries in European Union mainly used two disposal methods which were the agricultural
utilization and the incineration. The proportion of agricultural utilization of sludge in Ireland
and Portugal accounted for 90% of total disposal volume, and the proportion of incineration in
Holland occupied almost 100% of the disposal volume. It was predicted that the anaerobic
digestion had an important competitiveness to be used for sludge dewatering, harmless
treatment or obtaining chemical energy. The sludge was thermally dried with the heat
generated by incineration industry. The landfill of sludge should be substituted by incineration
and agricultural use as the disposal method of sludge.
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